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ratio of inverts in any society.1 This ratio is
calculated by expert students as two per cent., but
no doubt in our modern society where extra-
matrimonial relationships are persecuted by public
opinion, inversion and homosexuality may be
artificially spread both among men and women who
might otherwise have been normal, and any wise
legislator would wish to prevent the increase of
inversion for obvious reasons. Those who suggest
that all homosexual men should be segregated from
society in prisons for their natural lives, have perhaps
hardly considered the economic difficulties of pro-
viding for two per cent, of the population and the
fact that if this percentage really exists it will
probably continue with each generation of mankind.
It may be replied that the population produces a
constant percentage of burglars; but on the other
hand would the State really trouble to interfere
if the burglars merely broke into each other's
houses without demanding police protection? On
the whole, the policy of the British police is wiser
than the law. They rightly protect the young and
take measures to prevent inversion from becoming
promiscuous or mercenary and to restrain indi-
viduals from offending public modesty. This policy
is also adopted in regard to other unnatural practices
such as solitary indulgence, bestiality, or flagello-
mania. There is, therefore, some ground for con-
tending (as many eminent psychologists have con-
tended) that the State may feel that it has done its

1 The Sexual Life of our Time, p. 520. By Iwan Bloch. English
translation. Heinemann. London. History of Penal Methods,
P-349* By George Ives. London, 1914.